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At St. Pasl’s

SERMON XXVIII,
Josx g 14, e

Afterward Fefus findeth bim in the Temple, and fuid
snto him, Bebold, thou art made whole : finno more, left
.8 wor[e'thing come unto thee, : .

cure the prefent difzafe, but withal to prevent an after- N
relapfe, which otherwife might prove more dange- V€% ef’
rous : and accordingly the Lord Jefus, our Phebus egmedlmi.
Medicus, the Son of righteoufnef7, that hath bealing in bis wings, in
. the beginning of the Chapter comesas aloving Phyfician to the
Pool of Bethefda, as to a publick Hofpital of impotent difealed
people, werf- 2. and of all the multitude he moft gracioufly vifits
one that had moft need of pity and help 5 whofe difcafe Interpre- Daleis medi.
ters conceive was moft dangerous, aud for time grown Chro. #* in vifer
nical 5 the Text faith of thirty eight years continmance, verf. 5. g’f‘;‘:’:"“"
( drooping Chriftian die not of defpair, for thou (halt not of thy mﬁ e
difeafe though never fo defperate,if Chriftundertake the cure,for) me leboran-
him he healed, ver/.7,8.for his body : and fo much was wrought -
on his fonl, that from Betbefda's Porch, v. 2. he was now got
to the Temple in the Text, moft likely to retarn thanks to God 0f 7o erar..
for his recovery : but his Saviour was notas yet favingly made k‘g‘ ;8'!"’8' .
knownto him. And therefore, to perfe@ the cure in healing bis Grozms,”
foul, and to prevent a relapfe of both foul and body into a worfe
malady,he calts about there the fecond time to meet him, and after
his cure prefcribes him a Diet, this Recipe, Behold thow art made
whole : fin 1o more, left a worfe thing come uuso thee.
I which words two things arc implicd, and two things in-
joyned : The firft thing implied in t,heE: words.unKkeTt kudgave,
fin no more, was, that after his recovery without better care raken
he was in danger to fin again. The fecond, this 3 that,if he
«did revolt to his former fin, he was in eminent g.angcr to relapfe
into a worfe malady, in thefec words v un xelodv Ti, &c. let

a worfe thing come unta thee,

THc prudent Phyfician’s care is not dnly perfe@ly to M"'zu par-
res 7]
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Whereupon the two things prefcribed and injoyned (and'the

firft a means of the fecond) are, 1. A ferious confideration of
the Mercy he had received in thofe words, id¥ Uyss ydyevas,
Bebold, thou art made whole. 2. A.ﬁudious care that he would
avoid the like fin, if he would not incur a greater danger, in
thofe words, umuéli-auctflave, Sin no more, left a worfe thing
come wnto thee. Like as the Angel charged Lot, now gotten out
of Sodom,to flic for bis life, and not look back ,left Vengeance fhould
overtake him, Gen. 19.17. Or as if the Phyfician before (po-
ken .of fhould fay thus to his Patient, whofe wantonnefs or
other diforder had brought him into fome dangerous difeafe,
which yet through his skill and care and pains were now cured ;
Fricnd, let this fair {cape be a fair warning to you, thag you.
never play the like wanton; left you come to be in a worfe alfe,
and then meet not with {0 eafie a Cure; but it may prove to be
utterly incurable. .

The two things implied will afford two Olfervations 5 and
the two other injoyned will fitly ferve for a double Applica-
$101.

And the firft Notc from the firft thing implied is this: That
after healing Mcrcy we are in great danger, without bettes care

taken, to fin again, as before, if not worfe than ever : Foryou

may be affured that our Saviour’s Caveat was no idle word.
Sin %o more to this recovered finner was a I¥atch word, that

fpake his danger of a new Surprife ;. An Item,that told him,that, .

it he looked not to it, he was likely to run into a further Arrear,
even after his old Debt was paid, and he had a new Stock to fet
up with: And tothis purpefe obferve in this Inftance thefe
three particulars. '

Firft, That Chrift contents not himftlf with his firft healing
Vifit: But feeth that he had need of a fecond meeting with, to
prevent an after-clap.  As.the Apoftles, whom they at firft
conversed, they after vifited and confirmed, A&s 14.21,22. &
15.32. & 36.41.

Secondly , And this after-meeting and fecond dofe of Spi-
ritual Phyfick he gave him in the Temple, though he were then
(it’s likely) 'in a good mind, and hopefully in a good way.

Thirdly, And this Items and advice (fin o more) befet on
both fides with very forcible Arguments, to make it more effe-
Gual. Before-it you have Beneficium acceprsum s he is put in
mind of the Benetit received, ta make his Ingenuity bluth ;' Be-

- . - boid,
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bold, thou art made wivle, fin no more.  After it is {et Futmrum
judicium, a worfe mifchief that's likely to follow upon his fe-
cond milcarriage, that {o he might tremble and fear, and do ne
nge fo prefumptuoufly.  Sin nos, left a worfe thing come mumo
thee. :
All which three hold forth thus much to us.
- 1. Thatafter Chrift hath in mercy vifited us, we have need
that a fecond time he fhould mees with us. As Manoab after
the firfi meffage by the Angel, that he fhould have a Child, de-
Gired that he might come again the fecond time, and tell them

bow they fbenld order is, Judg. 13.8, 12. After we are raifed

up, and fet on our Legs, we hive need to be taught, how we
fhould wialk to prevent an after-ftumble, Pfal. 40.2. After a
otpgmEuTIKOY of a we gpyAaklindy, after a Cordial to recover
;;rom aformer Qualm, an Antidote to fortific us againft an after-
oyfon. ' ) -

2.” And this before we diftemper eur fclves after our Recovery,
when in a'moft hopeful way to a perfe¢t Cure.  Chrift after our
moft comfortable up-rifings neced again vili¢ us further, to in-
ftru& and dire& us, though he find us in the Temple, thoughin
never {o good a temper and poflure.

3. And then he had need deal more ferioufly with us, as hers,
by reprefenting both the Mercics we have received, and the re-
turn of Judgmenss, which upon frefh mifcarriages we may feas,
on every fide to keepusin 5 and all this, becaufe (as-we have it
in the Do&rine) weare then very {fubje to break out: When
God hath tied us with -thickeft Cords of Love, then moft petu-
lantly to break afunder all Bowds of Obedience. Thus not only
Pharaob upon every refpite grows more bard; and Tyre after fe-
venty years Captivity, returns o ber former Hire, Q. 23. 17. as
though they bad been delivered only to de all” abomiyasions, Jer.
7. 10. The Mad-man unbeund, that he might. be free to do
the more Mifchief. But even Facob’s Soms, when reconciled to
their Brother, are in danger to fall ot amav;g themfelves, Gen,
45-24. Lot, when fnatcht as a brand out ot Sedows’s burning,
then fcorcht with unnatural flames, Gen.19. Dasvid, when at
eafe, playsthe wanton, 2 Sam. 11. Uzziab, when become firong,
grows ftiff, 2 Chron. 26. 16. And Hezekiab, when miraculoufly
recovered (and fome think of the Plaguc) that f{welling being
down, bis Heart begins to fwell, he grows Praud, and rendred
not according to the Benefis done unto bim, 2 Chron. 32.25. The
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ftory of Ifrael both under their Judges and Kings at large fhew.
e:t’:,y wha{a back:fliding Pesple they were, how ready then moft
to forget their Duty,when God had remembred them in Mercy,
and as foon as ever dclivered from their Enemies Tyranny, g0
relapfe into theis former Idolatry : After they bad reft, they did evil
sgain before thee, faith Nebemiah, Chap 9.28. No fooner got
cut of Egypt, and through the Sea, but they fall a murmuring,
and tempting, and going a Whering from God in the Wilder-
nefs : When brought back afterward from Babylor, if not what
seturning to Idvlatry, yet what clofing with Idolaters 7 What
ftrange Marriages, what grafping of the World, and robbing
of God, what building of their own Houfes and negle&ing of
God’s, did the Prophets that then lived, complain of % And of-
ter all this is come upon w,jfeeing that thou our God baft punifbed w
lefs than onr Iniquities deferve, and baft givew us [uch a deliver-
ance as this: Should we again break thy Commandments 2 Saith
bluthing Ezra, Chap 9.13,44. That queftion faith they fhould
not, but implicth they did. And after Chrift 5 theugh for a time

in thofe beft Times, when 1he Charches bad reft, they were edified, -

and walking in the fear of tbe Lord, and in the comfort of the tHh.
ly Ghoft were mulsiplied, A&&sg.31, yet afterwards when in
Conftantine's time Perfecution ccafed, then Superflition, and Am-

. bition, and Covetoufnefs increafed 5 the Voice from Heaven then
cried, Venenum in Kccleftam: When the Enemy left off to

wound frsom without, the old Serpent began te poyfon. within,
which proved more dangerous.

In this Cafc:

1. Former fins are wont to be relapfed into, What this Man’s
fin in the Text was,is not certain ; but though chirty eight years
before committed, yet our Saviour’s Cavear to him intimates,
might long after be returned: to, with the Dag to bis vomit be-
fore caft up, and the Sow when wafbed, to her wallowing again in
the sire. After one fit of the Gout and Stone, the Man is very
fubje&t to be fick again of the fame Difeales as Ifpael upon eve-
ry new deliverance to. their okd Idolatry 5 the River damm’d up
for a time, but,as foon as it hath its free ceurfe, returns to its
formes Channel. It’s the befotted Drunkard’s Catch, VVhen I
fall awake, I will feek, it ye» again, Prov. 23. 35. As bad
Ground, when well manured, brings forth the fme Weeds, but
;nore rank than farmerly, and it may be fome new ones befide.

or, . ) :

2, So
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2. So fecondly, as old fins are ufually returned to, fo oft-times
new ones are de wovo fallen into. Nadsb and Abibx,when newly
put into their Office offer firange fire, Lev.10.1. upon wew Mer-
cies new fins inftead of wew wayes.  Ifracl,when but now delivered
from Egyps, begins to \mrjb? ftrange Gods, which their fathers
knew' nos, Jer.19.4. new Gods, Judg.s5.8. And Judab, when
newly returned from Captivity, fall a marrying firauge wives,
Ezra 10, 2. When David’s at reft from his wonted encmies, thea
a firanger comes, with whom he was net before acquiinted,
2 Sam..12. 4 And when the Chriftian Church was rid of Hea-
thenith Perfecutors their o'd bad Neighbours, then Superflition
and ldolatry crowd in, who before were ftrangers. Ncver are
we mor¢, in danger of being foiled with a renewed chargeor a
new on-fet, than when we are ready to cry Vidloria. To prevent
which, God’scare of our fafety is very obfervable in thefe two
particulass in Scripture. ‘

1. That when he intends a perfe Refcue, to his delivering
Mercy he joyns guiding Mercy 5 his preventing and following
Grace keep company.  Thy rigteoufnefs foall go before thee, and Pfal q0. 2..
she glory of sbe Lord (ball be thy Reward. He both leads the Van,
and brjngs up the Rear, Ifs. 58. 8. v. 10. Thy Light fall rife in

curity 5 there the Prifon door is opened and Light is let in :
but he had nced be led by the band when he is got out, and there- -
fore verfe 11. it's added, and the Lord fhall gnide thée continually :
anf{werable to that, 2 Chrem. 32. 22. The Lord [aved Hczekiah
and Jerufalem, and the Lord guided them on every fide 5 and they
had need of it, for verf. 25. when God did but a little leave him
the better to prove him, you know how defperatly he ftumbled
at the fitft ftep > and therefore in all our Deliverances let this be
one of our Prayers, Lord as thou baft delivered us, fo do not now
leave us, bus ftill lead us : as thon haft reached methy hand to:
pinck me ons of she Snare,fo lend me it fill to lead me in the Way .
which,. when come out of ftraits, weare in moft danger to go
aftray from ; as a man whilft in a narrow deep Lane cannot fo.
readily go out of his way, but when got out to a wide Common, 4 Hof. 2.6,7.
where there are many paths whichmay deccive him, he hath:
moft need of a Guide : Nor have we more need of Deliverance
from danger,when we are in it, than we have of Guidance, when
gotout of it, which. God thercfore in mercy grants, when he
meaqs to compleat his Merxcy. '

2.And fecondly therefore alfo is wont not to perfe@ a Mercy or
Dxlivezance
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Deliverance at the firft, nor, it may be, at all in this life,but leaves
a Canaasite, when Ifrael isin Canaan, an Hadad, a Rezon, anda
Jeroboam, whillt Solomon fits peaceably on his Throms, to allay
the heat of the Pot, which elfe would boyl over. Few fuch
Mornings like that 2 Sam. 23. 4. in which there is #o Clond,or if
fo in the morning, yet not ufually fo all the day, to keep us the
better in, who elfe would be running out, and playing the wan-
tons in the Sunfhine. Chrift was never loft but once in the Crowd, -
Luke 2. 43. Nor God ever {0 often as in the crowds of his Mercy:
and therefore fomthing we fhall have, that we do not pine, and
yet not all that we would have, that we do not furfeit : Some-
thing he gives to incourage, but fill fomthing he withholds, the
better to nurture us, aund to force us fiill to waic upon him; who
elfe ( like ill-nurtured children when they. have got all they de-
fire ) (hould be then moft like to sunaway fartheft from him;
fome Worm in our faireft Apple, and fome Blemith in our great-
eft Beauty, {ome bitter in our greateft fweet,to make all medicinal.
In our greateft enjoyments fomthing (hall be wanting, or . crofs
to our defires, which may be as a conftant Memenmto, and really

~ fay, fin #o more, becaufe elfe we fhall be then readyto fin more shan

ever. , .
For, firft, it is not in the nature or powerof AMiQion (un-
lefs fan&itied ) to mortify Corruption, that, asfoon as we are
freed from the one, we fhould be rid of the other. The Winter-
froft may nip the Weeds, and keep them under ground 5 but yet
fo, as that they fprout out again the next fpring.  Solomen fpeaks
of a Foolinthe Mortar, and Fevemiab of Drofs in she Farnace.
This Cripple in the Text,though after thirty eight years weaknefs
he had been healed by Chrift, did not yet know Chrift at the firft}
and {ome may never; and then no wonder, if,notwithftanding all,
they prove never the better, but much the worfe.

2. For that Corruption, which Afliction doth not besl,it doth.
at moft but curbyand when that Curbin a Deliverance is removed,
the Corruptian is the more fully and violently manifefted and ex-
erted 5 as Antichrilt, when the ¢ kariyey was taken away, was
more openly difcovered, 2 Theff 2. 7,8. And Jordan, when the
Preifl’s feet were once out of is, (and o that Dam as it were bro-
kendown ) runs down his Channel more violently than before.
In times of danger and trouble Confcience often proves a Shrew,
and will chide, and God’s angry, and we fear will ftrike., The
Angel fands insbe way with a drawn Sword o fiop us : and when

Jeen
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feen will make a Baaam fland fill. Thus then thefe pricking
Thorns beclge up the way, and a flormy day fhuts t!:c_ door, and
keeps usin : but the next fair blaft that opens it, makes the wan-
" ton run out with the more eagernefs. As the hunger-ftarved Man
. with his food, the longer 'he was before kept from it, the more
greedily he now falls to it 5 as much as he pined before, he furfeits

- now: astheyare wontto f{ay of Satlers, that they are not more’

~ calmin a Storm, than they fformin a Calm, or when got to Shore.
3. Asin this cale the AfliGtion wasbut aCwrb; fo the De-

liverance and Mercy proves a Snare, adds Fewel to that Flame,

which the former rainy day quenched, or at leaft kept down,
" ftrengthen’s the recovered man’s Luft, which Sicknefs weakned,
affords matter for the rich man’s Pride, which his Poverty hum.
bled, entertains the Wanton and Worlding with other company,
whom Straits and Dangers for that time inforced to feck after
God, andnade him glad of hisacquaintance. Asin Bloud-let-
ting,upon the return of the Bloud we are then moft ready to faint;
I with that after our Bloud-thed, upon the retura of Mercies our
former Reformation, that feemed to have fome life in it, do not:
quite dy away, and that Epbraim and Manaffeh do not continue
Brothers fill 5 the one’s Name fignifieth Plenty or Fraitfulnefs,
and the other’s Forgetfulnefss that in the plenty of reftored Mer-
cies we did not forget our Mifery, and our felves andour God
altogether, The Lord make good that Promife Fob s5.24. to
us, that, when being kept long from home, we may vific our Ta-
bernacles, and motfins to which we are very {ubje@. The fick
man hath not need of more care and warinefs in the depth of his
ficknefs, than of a fair and (afe up-rifing out of his fick-bed upon
his recovery 5 as nothing more cafie in that cafe, than to fall into
a Re'apfe, fo nothing is more dangerous. Nothing more eafie s
There you have this hrft point, that after healing Mercy we are
fubje@ to return to ous former Sins.  Audin that Ifaid, nothing
more dangerous,we have the fecond.

That,if upon fuch Deliverance we do fall back into Sin,we fhall
bein great danger, that {fome greater Mifchicf will befall us,  Sin
no more,{aith our Saviour,lgt a worfe thing come unto thee : he (aith
Igt it do, but he thereby implyes, and it is his meaning, if thou
doctt, for certain it will. A Relapfe into a bodily Difeafe after a
Recovery ufeth not to be more dangerous,than a Backfliding into
Sin after a Deliverance oft proves delperate.  After all that is
come upon us for onr evil deeds, and [eeing that thou our God baft }Zﬂ;

. nync
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nifbed us lefs than onr inijui:ie: defirve, and baft given ws fuch
deliverance o thiss fhould we again break thy Commandments ?
wowldft thow nos be angry wish us.4ill thon badlt confumed u5, fo that
there fbould be wo remuant nor cfcaping 7 faith Ezra9.13,14. As -
if he had faid, ifafter fuch mifery to drive us, and fuch mercy
to draw us, we break now with God, Aéium, conclamatum oft, we
are broken wholly and irrecoverably : the Houfe (o on firc, that

it cannot be faved, the Confumption fo far gone that it cannot
be cured. It’s the breaking of the Bone,that was newly fet after
a former breaking, and that's more dangerous 5’ a new Wound in
an old one, and that’s hatdly cured s like that Plagwe of Leprofie
Broken out of the Boyl, which made the Perfon wholly sxclean in
the Law, Lev. 13. 20. Or like the Man in the Gofpel, into whom
the mnclean fpirit after difpoflcflion maketh re-entry with feven

 other fpirits worfe than bimfelf s and (0 his laft flate proves worfe
"than the fit, Matth. 12. 45. and that place fpeaks us every way

worfe, if we prove not bettet, after we have been fo well dedlt
with. Wurfz in point of pwnifhment 5 and that, becaufe worfe
in point of fin. o, ,

1. In regard of punifbment , T tqola xgcigcra, faith the
Text therc : bis laft ftate worfe than bis firfi, and yet the fir(t bad
and fad enough, when he was poffeffed with adevil : and xgigdv
T1, aworfe thing here (in the Text) a worfe Difeafe or Mifchief is
coming upon thee, though that, he was now Cured of, had been
for nature very grievous, and for thirty eight years continuante

~ very tedious. The inltances of Ferufalem, the Eaftern Churches

and others fully make out this, That no people or perfons have
been fadder fpe@acles of Judgment,than they that have been Mir-
rors of Mercy.and Deliverance when abufed 5 not more eminent
in the one, than remarkable for the other ¢ as 'the Pfalmig faith,
that wicked men fPriug and flourifhr. that they may be defiroyed for
ever, Pfal. 92.7. Ang as God told Pharaob, that for this very canfe
be bad dclivered and raifed bim up , that upon his Obftinacy be
mi ht fbew bis Power in his heavier Down-fall,Exed.9.16. Upon
our unworthy carriage aftcr mercies :

1. At beft we lofe a great deal of the Comfort of them. Then
we may indced and without check delight in Gods greas gosdnefs,
Nch. 9. 25. when we férve bim in it, verf..35. but we mingle
qur Wine with Water, nay put {o much Ales into our fweereft
Curp,as we add Sin to God’s {weeter Mercies. It’s pity we fheuld
kave Comfort in them, whei God from us hath Dithonour by

them:
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them : and, were there nothing clfe, if there be sny ingenuity D¢ fudto.
io us, wecannot but have lefs joy in the enjoyment of them,
when we cannot but with Egra chap. 9. 6. bluth as oft as we
think of our abufe of them. As a Parent oft-times is not fo much
joyed as afhamed of a fweet Child if ill nurtureds or asit was
with the People of Ifrael, 2 Sam. 19. 2, 3. of whom it’s (aid, that
in the day of their Trivmph they flole away, a people afbamed ufe
10 fleal away when they flee in Battel, fo that she Viclory that day was
turned into < Moxrning, becaufe they beard [ay the King wus gricved
for bis Som.  Whatfoever or how great foever the Mercy or Deli-
verance is, we have loft the Comtort of it, when God by our fins
hath loft the Honour of it. ‘ ‘ X

There’s more to be athamed of, than to be rejoycel in,and the
greater the occafion was of joy, the more matter there is of fhame
and grief. How can the Child heartily rejoyce in the abufed fa-
vour of his Father, when he hears fay that the King grieves for
the undutiful mifcarriage of his Son ? By mifcarriage after Mer- -
cies we make our Candle burn'dim,and ourCloud a clear day. We
tﬁbour felves of the comfort of them evenin the enjoying of
them. : ,
2. Nay, thisis the ready way wholly to be deprived of thems
If Children would go to Bed in the dark, let them play the
wantons by the Candle-light. This Eli bad, and thas he fbonid
bave bad ; but becaufc his Sons proved defperate wintons, God '
fetsa Non-plus on their Heads with an Abfit. ¥ It’s ficter for * Beit far from
themn that will know how better to ufeit: But why fhould the me. 1Sem. |
Child keep fuch a Knife in his hand to fpoilit, and it may be * 3%
to kill himfelf wich it? In chis cafe, Hof- 2. 9. 'MpY nay,
y5¢m faith God: He will take away bis Corn, nay, recover bis
VVool. The Legatee proves an Ufwrper, and thercfore Recipiam,
Eripiam. God ufeth with more force and fury, to fnatch away
fuch imprifoned Mercies, when they are abufed, and He not ac-
knowledged.  And this is xéiggv Tt in the Text. It's warfe to
loofe it, than never to have had it, as coming from more anger
in God, and with greater reproach to us, to be degraded of
thac Honour to which he had exalted us, and for God to repens
that he had been {o good unto us. '

3. And yet worfe, becaufe abufed Mercies,when they are taken
away, arcnot wont to go alope, butto take others along with God fhoots
thems asthe ew cloth takes fometbing oms of the old garment, and Cafe-fot.
fo the rent is made worfe, Mark. 2.21. If Efau defife bis birth-

. Qqq right
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he bad done, and we have ill réquited, than to grant us what we
then never {o mourafully fue for, as he did in the like cafe to the
children of Ifrael, Judg. 10. 10, to 15. I have again and again
delivered you, and you have ftill forfaken me and ferved other Gods,
Iwill sherefore deliver yox no more : Go and cry umto the gods that
ye bave chofen, and les them deliver yow in your tribulation. Never
exped God in after-ftraits either at all,or at lealt not o readily as
in former troubles, to hear us, if we deal frowardly and falfly with
him after that he hath had mercy on us.  Wowldft thou not be an-
gry with ws till sbee badft confumed w1, (o that there fhonid bz e
remuant wor efcaping ? 1s all' that Ezra can' expe@ front a-God
fo abufed and provoked.  And thus every way in point of Mife-
ry and Judgment it’s likely to be werfz with us, which'is very fa4,
and yet very juft, becaufe it’s cvery way worfe in point of fix.

1. It proves fo in the Confequents of it : they ufually growing
thic worft of men, who grow worfe after beft of - Mercies, even
‘fnoft unprofitable arid abominable, whom neither Afli@ions, nor
deliverances can work upon : asthat’s a rotten tooth, that can
neither endue cold water, nor hot : and what you cannot pre-
ferve cither in Brine or Sugar will be fure to corrupt and putrify.

"2. Nayitis foin the'caufe of it ; two of the worft of fins bein

- the chict ingredientsintoit, viz. Abominable Ingratitude, and

Invincible Obfirfacy, - -

by

1. Hateful Ingfdticude, foto render evil for good :* we would

/pot do fo with man; and do we thus requite she Lord, foolifh Pesple

and Unwife 7 Deut. 32.6.  Is be not tlz' Fatber that bath boughs
thee ? &c. Thy God and Saviour that hath redeemed thee ? and
doth Fefiurnn when grown fat begin to kick.? to forfake God that
‘made him, and 4igktly to efieem the God of bis Salvatim? verf,
.15, i8. but what follows ? verfl 19. When the Lord faw it, be
-abberred them, becaufe of the provoking of bis fons and danghters.
'I€s an unmanly fin: man loaths it 5 amoft angodly fin : God
‘abbors it inall, efpecially in a Fefbursan, and thac fignifiech an
-upright people ;- it's matter of highelt provocation, if ke find it in

~ bis fous and daughters. With others this desBifing of she riches of the

geodnefs and forbearance and long: fuffering of God treafures xp
‘wrath aguinft the day of wrath, Rom. 2.4.5.” And even in the
dearelt of God’schildren God foiltrakes it, that if the moft up-
right Hezekiah make fiich returns, he (hall fmart forit, 2 Chron.
32.25. compired 'with 2 King. 20. 19, 18.' - Let them {o un-
graectully dbufe fuch-a méerey, tﬂe) very worft of the ‘Heathens fall
e Sl rather




_ om JOHN §. 14. 497
rather have it, than they continuc owners of it, Ezek. 7,240
A return in this cale God expeés, butit’s a return ot praife and
opcuc(llicncc, and not a retwrn to oxr fin 5 that’s moft hateful ingra-
titude. : ,

3. Moft defperate Obftinacy,as ftanding out againft God when
he hath gone through a full courfe of all means, of the very lait -
and moft likely, and which ufually are woantto be moft effc@ual ;
for when God hath delivered his people from ftraits, he hath en-

"deavoured to faften on them all obligations to obedience = befides
the tye of the Word. in his Command there hath been the bond of
afliGion in their by-paft milery, and the thick cord of love in their
prefent deliverance : and fhall this three-fold cord be fo cafily

‘broken ? It not the Heroick Impetus of the Spirit of God coming 7,4, .
upon us, as fometimes upon Sampfom, but from the infult of fome Macsh, 8 a8
evil [pirit more fierce than ordinanly, asin the Gofpel, that none with Mark .
of all, not all thefe chains aud festers can bold us, norany thing 3, 4-
#ameyss atough bad humour which firongeft Phyfick cannot
purge,and whach is the Phyficians,lalt receipt,for fuch are ABiti-
.ons and Mercies. :

. Sometimes indeed affliGions are the laft 5 as pinching and pine-
ing Poverty at laft brought homethe Prodigal, Lake15. As a
‘Winter-froft helps tokill thefe Weeds, which in Summer {prung
up and multiplied. When Lenitives will not do, corrofives, (eas-
ings, cuttings off fometimes work the Cure. But what hope, if
after all the Gangrene creep on ftill ? :
. Iemay be you will fay, fometimes that may be preferved in
Sugar, that will not in Brine, and when God hath notbeen be-
*forc in the Wind and Eartbgmake, and Fire, he may be after; in
sbe fill wice, 1.King. 19. 11,.12,13. And thercfore God,that he
amay leave no means uneffayed,like a careful tender-hearted Father
to a flubborn Child, whom he would not lofe, will try whether
mildnefs, as aSummer-Sun, will not melt that heart,which harfh»
2efs, as a wiater froft, hardned. You are told of a ftone that will
#ove at the gentle touch of a finger more than wich the violent

. zufh of your whole body : and fuch ftones fometimes are out hard
hearts 5 and thercfore God,that delights not in she death of a finner,
and with.the goodnefs of whofe Nature this fweet way of Mercy
mof agrees, is willing, as at firt, to begin with it 5 {0, after other
fharper means ufed, at laft to end withit.  When after the Ifra-

- elites want of Food, hein Mercy gave them Bread from Heaven,
he Gith,it was that he might prove them,whether they would walk

' o ' in
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in bis Law,or wo, Exod. 16. 4. So that,ifafter }ndgnm wehawve
a return of Mercies, we hed nced take heed, ferit may be then
we go upoa our laft and firongeft trial. Tn Affli@ions God i
decd ftrongly tryeth us,whether we will cleave to him in want of
Mercies 5 but by Mercics be maketh fulleft tryal of us,whether we
will ferve and obey him, whether we will fet upon our Journey
for Heaven in fuch fair Way and Weather,when we have i
10 hinder usand whether we will build,when the Scaffold is buils,
and all Toolsand Materials ready, that we want nothing thst
might helpns.  And then, Ifa. 5. if after all Mercics, yet fimr
Grapes, what can God do more, but quite extirpate ? ¥f afver
tryal thas-made of all means, of the latt and be®k, we continue s
ill or prove worfe than before, then, Reprobate filver call shems,
for the Lord bath rejeited shem, Jex. 6. 29, 30. Mench, MenebTeked
Upharfin, God hath again and again numbred and weigbed us,and
we ave found light, nay, heavy-hearted and immoveable;and what
then follows ? Peres, thy Kingdom i divided : the Lord knows,
10 is ours miferably. And the Lord grant that which is added
do not follow, awd is given 1o the Medes and Perfians, that God
give us not wp to our Enemies, who after all chis variety of power-
fulleft means will not yet give up.our felves to him in a way of
Obedience. For, ifafter we are made whole, we fin again, as we
arc over-prone, whichwas the:fft-point, ‘it cannot be:aveided,
but that every way,both in-poinc.of finand:mifery,it will be merfe
with us, which was the fecond point here implyed. S
Of bothwhich the Ufeand ‘Application fhould have beei in
the more full opening and inforcing the other two things here
enjoyned ‘ ' S
1. A ferious and heedful Confideration and Review of the Mer
cy received, i, bebold, thow art made whole, faith our Saviour :
he fets an Ecce upon it, as to fet-forth the Temarkablenefs of -the
Mercy, fo'to put him in mind of his Duty, and that was to tilie
a diligentand exa& furvey of the Mercy : and becaufe being mode
‘whole {peaks a former Difeafe and a prefent Cure, he is called'te.
‘think of both of them together, and to compare themn- together, -
how weak before ke was, and how well now 5 before not ‘able
to crawl, hecannow rifeup and walk : he, that could not before
carry himfelf from the Porchto the Pool, can now -carry hisbed
from the Posl through the City. He,that for many years tegether
‘Was 'nfwdc‘ fick with delayed Hapes, -and quite cxt to-the bears \with
vexatious Difappointments, hath with the. {peaking of a word
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-his Health perfe@ly reflored, and his longing Defires in an inftaut
fully accomplithed. Al this our Saviour would have him wifely
bebold , and confider, and for ever remembexr with all thankful-
nefs.  And would he not have us of this City and Kingdom be-

bold withthe like care a greater Cure? Indeed I cannot fay to

England,thouast perfeéllymade whole,we are yet come (hort of that
oAakAne i, of that perfod Sounduefs, which Peter told the Fews
that leme manhad etsained i the prefence of thews all, A&s 3. 16.
The Humours in this great and greatly difealed Body are yet ix ax
barry : webleed flill, ac belt our Wounds are but in bealing, and
nat yet fully whole. But yet,humble and hearty thanks he to our
beavenly Phyfician , we cannot butfee, as it were, this poar
Man in the Text arifing, our Sanbellats and Tvbishs, (whom our
Healing wousdsand cuts to the heart ) even they to their grief
hear and fee, MM ﬂh’?}' 2 (as the phrafe is Neb. 4.7.)
that an healing Plaifter is mercifully applyed to our bleeding
Wounds, that, unlefs we be fupid and fenfle(s, we cannot but
with.the Woman, when her bloudy Iffuc was fopé, kwew and feel
what is deme in us, Matth. . 33. and, unlefs lothfomly ingrate-
ful, fay, as itis, Ezek;31.26. NINY RS W1 thisis ot this,
we are not what we were 5 that a great change is wrought in
the Patient, and we hopein a besling way, fo that ghough not
wholly, yet in part, though not abfolutely, yet comparatively
in regard of what we were, we are made whole. And therefore
- © London, O England, Bthold, Bebold thy former Wound, and
thy prefent Cure. Bebold £ diew tis oix, from what depths
of Mifery, into which thy fins had caft thee, to what hopeful and
hapr beginnings of Health and Peace the healing hand of thy
piti
ed, now gracioufly begun to be reformed 5 thy Liberty before
inflaved, now vindicated 5 a moft unnatural and bloody War the
other day moft eagerly profecuted by the malice of Man, more
powerfully and miraculoufly ceafed through the Mercies of God.
This poor Man,that had been fick fo long could not have believed
~ that ever he (hould have been well fo {oon 3 nor had we Faith to
believe, that were (o haftily dying away in the beginning of the
laft year,wefhould be fo happily recovering by the end of this.Let
therefore the Voice of the Cryer, and through God’s Mercy not

now ( as that might have been ) in & Wildernefs, call out all.

your heedfullett attentions, and let an unworthy Minifter ufe the

boly.Prophet’s words,Come and bebold the Works of the Lord : v:]c
: might

ul Phyfician hath raifed thee 5 thy Religion wofully corrupt--
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might of late have added, as it’s there, what defolations: be bath
made > but now what Reflaurations, what Salvatios he hath
wronght in the Eavth! He maketh Wars to ceafé, be breaketh the

_ Bow, andcutteshshe Spear in [under, and burnetbtbe Chariot in

the fire, Pfal. 46. 8,9, &c. Trgly the Lord hath fo wrought his
wonderful Works, that they ought to be full in our eyeand heart
for the prefent, and to be bad for the future in everlafting remsem-
brance. O (et up our Eben-ezer with this imprefs upon it, Hi-
therto bath she Lord belped us. - Bebold thus far, O England, thew art
made whole, and what remains ? but ‘
2. The fecond duty injoyned in the following wdrd, fis, -
O fin no more,Jeft a worfe thing come wuto thee. Sinno mofe! Now
the Lord be more merciful, for Ifear many of us fis mere then
ever. Oppreflions in many more aggravated, Herefies more
openly maintained, Chrift, the Holy Ghoft, and Holy Serip-
tures more horribly blafphemed, Fallions and Diviftons more
multiplied, the Scere only changed, but the fame or a worfe. part
a&ed ; the Weapons ftruck out of the hands of Eméiwies, and more
taken up by Brethren and Friends : Were Chriftidns ever fo mu-
tually cftranged and imbittered ?* Were your publick Church-Af+

femblies ever fo neglected ? Inyour civil Meetings your Ele&ions

and other Affairs ever with fuch confufion ? ‘¥ had almoft faid
brutifh rage (asof late) fotranfa&ed, asthough we had putoff
Chriftianity, and Civility and Hurhanity together > But "shink
in all yowr bearts and all -your [ouls, Isthis to fin me more? Is it

- not to revolt more and more 2 O think that you fee God angrily

looking upon you, andfaying, but do yom thus requise me, O fool-
ifb people and suwife ? Think that youfee Jefus Chrift.ftanding
and weeping over you, and faying asonce, O Fersfalem, Ferne
[alem, if thow badjt kmown, even thom, in this thy day she things thet
belong to 1by peace, thou wouldft have made a better return, left, -
before thou art aware, they be bid from thineeyes. 1 charge thee -
once more, fin no more, ferve me thus nomore, O donot this abo-
minable thing that 1 bate, Jer. 44. 4. at laft, be thow infirudled O
Jernfalem, O England, left my foul depars from thee, deft T make
thee defolate, a Land not inhabited, Jcr. 6. 8. '

Do we remember our former fears and troubles? were they
not bad enough, that we now grow worfz, that they may be re- -
newed and aggravated ?

Do we rumember our refolutions, vows and promifes that
we then made to prevail with God for Mercy? were they that

: we
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we would be worfe than ever if God would dcliver us, and do
we think that upon thofe terms he would have helped us? Do
we confider to what happine(s we have for the prefent arrived 2
to an Harbour after a Tempeft, to a day of joy and gladne(s after
- the fad times of our gricfs and fears. And fhall our fins damp
our joyes? drive us again iato the decp,and overcloud our Sun'in *
aclear day ? unlefs we be weary of our Mercies, letusnot weary Amoss. 5.
oxr God:by osr fing . Noli gemmam perdere in die fefto, isan Ara-
bick Proverb, O do not that in a good day, which will undo all
the comfort of it. - S :
Or lafily do wethink what yet wemay be? Are we fo abfo-
lutely cured, that weare paftall poffibility of a relapfe ? May
nat the wound rankle and grow angry, and then come to Fu-’
dab’s NDD PN, that there beno remedy ? 2 Chron. 36. 16. O
why fhotld .Hrael’s ftubbornefs, when come to the borders of
€anaan, drive them back to the Red Seca again 7 why fhould we
" aft poyfon into the wound that’s healing ? O why will we dye?
O pity a tender Mother, a deat Native Countsy, which befeech
eth you by the Womb that bare you, and by the Breaftsthat gave
yom fuck, that now that fbe is recevering, you would not be a ,
means of her death th“ﬁ‘?, gave n{;t:’ breath. ﬂ:f y(;’u :ei"dem L
pity your{clves, yerpity the exce of your frength, the defire Erek, 4. 24,
“of your eyes amd thas which your foml pityeth, your [oms and yomr A
dasgbsers 5 which may de God more fervice, than ever you have
.done, when you aredead and gone. Eat wot the fowr Grapes,
thas their teeth be not fcs on edge, that inftead of rifing xp and cal-
ling us bleffed, they donot gnafb sheir teeth and eurfe us, that by -
ouk fins in this Crifis, when we might have made both onr fclves
and - them happy, have utterly undone both without recovery.,
X might in thns kind fay much, yet when I bad faid all, I could
- fay no more than the Text doth. And thercfore when I have
_done fpeaking, let thefe words of your Saviour be ever founding -
in your cars, Bebold, you are made whole, fimno moreleft a worfe
thing come wngo yow.

Amen, Lord Sefus,

Rrr _ _ SE‘R:





